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Art in Public Spaces Committee asks Moraga residents to
participate in mural theme survey
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The 36-foot-long wall will be a perfect canvas for the new mural.

Chambers at 335 Rheem Blvd.,
next to Town Bakery. “The
sculpture that’s been there
about five years is gone, so it’s
time to fill the space,” ex-
plained APSC Chairperson
Teresa Onoda.

During a March 8 meeting,
the Moraga Town Council gave
APSC the green light to allow
the public to get involved in

By Vera Kochan

How often does an entire town
get asked to choose the type of
art that residents would like to
see displayed within their
community? The Art in Public
Spaces Committee is on track
to have a mural painted on the
large wall (5 feet high by 36
feet long) outside of the Town

the early stages of the mural
process by participating in a
survey. In an effort to bring
even more visible art to Mor-
aga, committee members are
thrilled to have the commu-
nity’s input. “What I like is that
the public art is going to be so
highly visible,” stated APSC
Committee Member Holly
Hartz.

“We’ve been looking for a
spot for a mural for several
years,” said Onoda. “Now, it’s
an opportunity for the people
of Moraga to have art that re-
flects their values. We’re really
looking forward to seeing what
people want.”

The survey is open to Mor-
aga’s residents (school age and
up), and it basically poses the
question: What do you believe
is the essence of Moraga?
There are only six questions to
answer, and responding is as
easy as checking a box from a
list of possible APSC sugges-
tions/ideas. There are also
boxes labeled “other” where

residents are encouraged to
come up with their own ideas.
“It’s a short survey,” noted
Hartz. “You should be done in
about three minutes.”

A sample of the six ques-
tions are: What do you like best
about Moraga? What Moraga
activities do you participate in?
In 2-3 words, what defines
Moraga? and What is your
connection to Moraga? Partici-
pants of the survey are also
asked for their own ideas when
responding to: Is there some-
thing you would like us to con-
sider about creating a mural
that we did not ask?

The deadline for taking the
survey is July 31, at which
point the APSC Mural Subcom-
mittee will pour over the pub-
lic’s responses and determine
the most popular ones and
how they can be tied together
to form a cohesive mural. The
Town Council will give a final
review and their approval, at
which point the search for an
artist will begin via a Request

for Proposal (RFP). All costs as-
sociated with the mural (sur-
vey, design, installation and
maintenance) would either be
paid from Fund 134 or through
APSC fundraising efforts.

The APSC currently has six
members who meet quarterly
to discuss other projects such
as adding more sculptures
around town, poetry readings
and fundraising options.
They’re also looking into utility
box art, along with engaging
Campolindo High School and
Saint Mary’s College students
to participate in additional art
projects. APSC members occa-
sionally go on field trips within
the Greater Bay Area to get
ideas for possible art projects
for the town. For more infor-
mation about APSC contact:
tonoda@moraga.ca.us.

To take the Mural Survey
visit: https://bit.ly/moragamu-
ralsurvey, or Google: Moraga
Mural Survey, click onto About
Town -- June 16, 2023, and
scroll down to Mural Survey.

Moraga Town Council adopts

Hacienda Biennial Budget

The Hacienda Operating
Budget revenue with regards
to events and rental for the FY
2023-24 Budget’s total appro-
priations comes to $326,335.
These costs include $54,800
for personnel; $126,655 for
maintenance personnel; and
$144,880 for operations and
maintenance. There is a Net
Operating Variance of
($14,135), making the total
revenue $312,200.

Events and rental for FY
2024-25 Budget’s total appro-
priations comes to $335,616.
These costs also include
$56,380 for personnel;
$130,358 for maintenance
personnel; and $148,878 for
operations and maintenance.
The Net Operating Variance is
($18,358), making the total
revenue $317,258.

By Vera Kochan

Town staff had to come up
with a separate Biennial Bud-
get presentation during the
June 28 council meeting with
regards to the Hacienda de las
Flores in order to avoid a con-
flict of interest due to the fact
that Council Member Kerry
Hillis lives within 500 feet of
the facility. As such, Hillis re-
cused himself from that por-
tion of the proceedings.

With a vote of four in fa-
vor and one absent, the Ha-
cienda Operating Budget for
Fiscal Year 2023-24 and Fiscal
Year 2024-25 is as follows,
thanks to a staff report by Ad-
ministrative Services Director
Annie To and Public Works
Director/Town Engineer
Shawn Knapp.

The Hacienda Capital Im-
provement Program (CIP)
Project has a carryforward
from FY 2022-23. The Laguna
Creek Restoration at the Ha-
cienda — Phase 2 is $223,000;
and the Hacienda’s Metal En-
trance Fence and Gate $42,000
which totals to $265,000.

For the FY 2023-24 Bud-
get, the Laguna Creek
Restoration continues at
$56,000; the Metal Entrance
Fence and Gate continues at
$3,000; and the Hacienda
Creek Fence comes to $34,000,
all totaling $93,000.

Lastly, the FY 2024-25
Budget for the Laguna Creek
Restoration is projected at
$2,707,000; and the Hacienda
Parking Lot Retaining Wall
Repairs will come to $119,000,
all totaling $2,826,000.
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